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indicates that the cultural value system of Chinese consumption consists of seven dimensions: long-term versus short-term orientation,
man-nature orientation, uncertainty avoidance, material comfort, time orientation, individualism versus collectivism, and affectivity
versus affective neutrality. Except “Man-nature orientation”, the other six dimensions are significantly different in Northeast, North,
Northwest, Southwest, South, East, and Middle part of China. Finally, the present paper discusses the applications of the results in
marketing .

Key words: regional consumption difference; consumption characteristic; culture values

An Analysis of Involution of Chinese Residents’ Committee and Its Reason

HE Yan-ling", CAI He?
(1. Department of Public Administration , Sun Yai-sen University ; 2. Department of Sociology ,
Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou , 510275)

Abstract: The organizational reform of Chinese residents’ committee tends to be involute. It means that there are some new changes in
the organizational form of residents’ committee but its organizational essence and working mechanism do not change at all. By analysis of
the features of involution of residents’ commitiee, the paper states the reasons for its involution. First, it is restrained by the particular
systematic background and macro state request. Second, it is also restrained by the organizational resource from residents’ committee,
the rationality of members of the residents’ committee and the pressure from external powers.

Key words: residents’ committee; organizational reform; involution

“Hong Bao”, Trust and Institution

LI Wei-min
( Department of Sociology , Sun Yat-sen University , Guangzhou, 510275)

Abstract: From the angle of trust between the doctor and patient, this paper discusses the key cause for giving “Hong Bao” to the
doctor when the patient sees the doctor, and the institutional system to clear out “Hong Bao” . It points out that the deep-seated reason
for the emergence of “Hong Bao” lies in the distrust between the doctor and patient. The core of association between the doctor and the
patient is mutual trust. Due to the particular relationship between the doctor and the patient, the mutual trust becomes the one that is
based on various social relations between the doctor and the patient, while *Hong Bao” serves as the medium and catalytic promoter of
relation-building and mutual trust. Only when the embedded institution has been constructed, can the phenomenon of “Hong Bao” be
eradicated .

Key words:  trust; “Hong Bao”; relationship between the doctor and the patient; embedded institution building

Psychology: An Alternative Science of Human Studies: Reflections
on the Nature of Psychology

CAI Xiao-yue, YU Long
( Department of Psychology , School of Education , Guangzhou University , Guangzhou , 510405)

Abstract:  Since the birth of psychology many scholars and scientists have discussed the nature of psychology, however, there have
been controversies in its disciplinary nature and scientific category. This article describes and analyzes the fields of psychology and its
alternative characteristics in scientific system, and claims that psychology in essence is an alternative science——its nature is both

scientific and cultural.
Key words: psychology; nature of psychology; human science; altemative science



